
How to publish an ebook 

1. Write the ebook.  Make sure you have edited it or have had someone edit for 
you.  Try getting a few friends to read your ebook.   

2. Create a professional book cover for the ebook.  Make sure that the cover is 
the correct sizing for Smashwords or Bookbaby (check on their websites).  
Add your name and title to the book cover.  You DO NOT NEED AN ISBN 
NUMBER for an ebook.  Amazon will give you one for free.  And, you do not 
one for the ereader.   

3. Save the ebook in three formats.  Save the ebook in a .doc (word format), .pdf 
and an epub format.  You will need to keep the ebook in a .pdf format if you 
share it with your friends or if you want to send it to publishing companies for 
them to review the book.  Publishing companies may really like your ebook 
and want to put it in print for you (read submissions policy on publishing 
websites).  By putting your ebook in .pdf format no one can change the 
content.  It’s permanently saved.  By putting your ebook in an .epub format 
ALL of the ereaders will be able to read it with out any error.  Therefore, no 
matter what sort of ereader someone has he or she will be able to read your 
ebook.  There are many free epub converter programs that you can find by 
using google.  

4. Decide if you want to distribute your ebook on your own or have someone 
else to do it for you.  There are many ways you can distribute your ebook 
online.   

• Bookbaby (fees start at $99) 
• Createspace (free) 
• Googleplay (free) 
• Ibook (free) 
• Kindle Direct Publishing for Amazon (kdp.amazon.com) (free) 
• Smashwords (free) 

 I would recommend doing it all on your own.  It really is very easy.   
 
 STEP ONE:  Go to Smashwords, create an account and upload your ebook 
 and cover.  Smashwords will distribute it for free to ALL ereaders.   
 STEP TWO:  Go to Kindle Direct Publishing, create an account and upload 
 your ebook.  After the ebook has been approved you will be able to see it on 
 Amazon.   
 STEP THREE:  Create a profile on Amazon Author Central (you will need to 
 make two accounts, one for the UK and one for the USA).  For some reason 
 they do not merge the two countries together.  This is the location where you 
 tell your readers a little bit about yourself and what the ebook is actually 
 about.   

You can also add your ebook to google play as well as itunes (if you have a MAC 
computer).  I would recommend using a MAC because you can do all sorts of cool 
things with a MAC in the publishing programs that it offers.   
 
tip:  Smashwords will not upload the ebook if it’s not in the correct .epub format.  It 
may be tricky if you have pictures in the ebook.  Often, ereaders work best if the 
ebook is full of text ONLY.  If you cannot upload your ebook to Smashwords because 
there are pictures and you do not want to pay, then you can manually go through all of 



the ereader channels (by going to their website) and adding the ebook to every ereader 
available:  apple ipad, iphone, ipod touch, kindle, kindle fire, sony reader, barns and 
nobles nook, kobo and googleplay. 
 
5.  After you have uploaded your ebook on Amazon don’t forget to get people to 
review it!  That will help spread the word!  After all, marketing your ebook is key to 
sales!  
 
 


